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overset in the outer surf. Captain Waddell came on board
completely wet from the boat's having twice filled in un-
successful attempts to pass the second surf. The last time
lie told us he was so convinced she must go down that he
was just preparing to strike out and depend upon his
swimming, when the helmsman begged him to sit where he
was and he would carry him through. Luckily he was able
to keep his word,

With the Captain there came off a little weazen faced,
elderly Armenian, who was going upon some mercantile
business to China, and upon entering the ship seemed
scared out of his wits.

Immediately after our commander came on board we got
under way, as did five other of the ships bound to China,
not one of which, except the Triton, could sail with the
Plassey. We had a pleasant breeze, and after running
about five leagues, the objects on shore diminishing fast,
a sailor at the main top gallant mast head called out that
a Catamaran was following us, one of the people waving a
cloth. We thereupon hove to, and soon saw her with our
spying glasses. In an hour and a half she reached us and
delivered a letter from the Governor containing another
for the chief supercargo at Canton. Captain Waddell
having written a receipt for this packet at the particular
request of the man who delivered it, asked him why he had
not given it to one of the ships astern, by which he would
have saved three or more leagues hard work, to which
the man answered, " How could I possibly do that when my
orders were to deliver it to the Captain of the Plassey," an
obedience and attention to orders that I am afraid few
Europeans under similar circumstances would have ob-
served. Captain Waddell made the poor creatures very
happy by a present of some ship biscuit, which the natives
of Coromandel are particularly fond of, and a couple of
bottles of rum, with which in high glee they left the ship,
assuring us they should regain the shore soon after dark.
By this Catamaran I wrote to my friend Rider and Mr.
Dawson, the man undertaking to deliver them, for which I